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the native quarter where the hillsides break into a rash of
tumbledown tin shanties and hovels around which the earth
is stamped flat by bare brown feet.
In fact we could not have well chosen surroundings for our
whaling activities more utterly different from those of the
previous seven months. We took up our residence in a
hotel near the sea front which, we were subsequently told,
was just the one we ought not to have chosen. At least, not
if we wanted to know the best people. Personally I did not
much want to know them. In actual fact it was more or less
impossible not to know them since, Durban being a com-
paratively small place, one met them with discouraging
inevitability wherever one went. In any case the hotel we
chose was convenient in that it had a side door out of
which we slipped, dressed in old and stinking clothes, at five-
thirty every morning, disturbing no one but the white-coated,
bare-footed Zulu boys who were sweeping the passages.
Seeing us slip out thus attired so early every morning they
grinned and put us down either as dangerous criminals
engaged in nocturnal and clandestine activities, or, more
probably, as quietly and harmlessly mad. We drove at
break-neck speed in an old car my colleague had bought
through the dark and deserted streets, above which the stars
paled, and took the first ferry across the harbour. The
ferry was full of railwaymen going across to the coaling yard
for the day shift and when we got to the other side the night
shift was waiting at the landing-stage to be taken off. They
were Afrikaners and spoke volubly to each other in a mixture
of Afrikaans and English. Afrikaans seemed to break down
frequently and to be insufficient to express what they wanted
to say. On the ferry also were the early morning anglers on
their way to fish in the surf for snoek. Many of them were
Indians and they carried long rods which they managed
with difficulty on the ferry boat.
The Durban whaling stations operated in a very different
way from those at South Georgia. In the warm African